Resolution Varazdin 2000 
 
The organ and its music are important parts of the cultural heritage of Europe. They have been developed in the context of western polyphony. The organ possesses a clearly shaped European identity. It belongs to the school of European culture. A European family of musical instruments without it is hardly conceivable. 
 
Organs are endangered in many countries of Europe: whether by neglect, decay and shortage of finance, or by materialism and a superficial concept of progress. Therefore, for the first time since the end of World War II, representatives of the organ world, the church and political life from all sections of Europe met in Varazdin to consider the safeguarding and the permanent protection of the European organ heritage. Their congress was under the topic: "The organ as European cultural artefact" The participants of the congress have adopted the following resolution: 
 
They determined: 

· ​that the organ inheritance found in all countries of Europe includes several thousand historically valuable organs; 

· that large sections of this organ heritage are endangered and can only be saved with concentrated effort, particularly in the countries of central and Eastern Europe; 

· that a full overview of this European organ heritage is lacking; 
​ that common standards and guidelines, based on many years of research and experience, for the rescue of the threatened organ heritage are lacking; 

· that the financial means are not available, in order to ensure the rescue and optimal preservation of each instrument; 

· that due to the absence of a full overview, of common standards and guidelines, as well as sufficient financial means, it is understandable 

· that organ builders, organ experts and organists have not hitherto been able to fulfil their functions in the manner appropriate for each instrument;

· that the organ heritage is particularly endangered in certain countries, due to lack of interest from national and church authorities as well as a dearth of specialists. Thus valuable instruments cannot receive the attention, maintenance and protection they should receive according to their historical importance; 
 
Therefore they wish to state: ​

·  that the organ in each country and in each situation should be regarded as part of the legally protected European cultural heritage; 

· ​ that the organ in each situation and in each country should be regarded as an entity, to include its external shape, its functional parts and its tonal characteristics. 
 
They consider the following objectives necessary: 

·  The active commitment of political bodies and churches to the European organ heritage; 

· legally obligatory integration of organ-preservation into European structures for the protection of monuments as well as expansion of the legal protection of historic organs throughout Europe; 

· promotion of every kind of interaction between organ builders, organists, monument conservators, students, church representatives, and representatives of cultural and public life in all countries of Europe; 

· the immediate creation of a complete index of the historic organ heritage through the responsible authorities and institutions. This index should create a category for the respective regional styles as well as the regulation of priorities; this is a basic prerequisite for all further work; 

· the formulation of obligatory common standards and guidelines which can be used as a basis for pilot projects as well as extensive restoration work, repairs and further measures necessary for the protection of the organ heritage, together with the publication of guidance for organ builders who at present work under difficult conditions and also guidance for the clergy responsible; 

· the publication, translation and compilation of a catalogue of criteria for organ restoration, determined in the objectives of the Congress; 

· the promotion of standards and guidelines as can be understood by organ builders, organ experts, organists, monument conservators and theologians as well as their general acknowledgment and consideration of such standards. 
 
Implementation 
The objectives mentioned exceed the scope of national possibilities. They must be placed on a European basis. Therefore, only a specially created European Union project can ensure the implementation of these objectives. 
 
On the basis of reports on the situation in various countries given during the congress, documentation will be created, which will be sent to all dioceses in the countries concerned, as well as to selected church authorities in the rest of Europe. It is also to be transmitted to the authorities dealing with these topics within the European union as well as 
in the countries concerned. 
 
This documentation will also be submitted in Göteborg during the congress "The European organ symposium 2001". 
 

Finance 

Even if the procurement of financial means is difficult for the rescue of the threatened organ heritage, the following basic principle should be implemented: that financing of individual projects (or objects) remains as far as possible the concern of each individual country or a union by countries within the framework of European regions. In view of the extremely difficult financial situation of some countries, ways are to be found for the creation of a common international platform to make sufficient means available to finance such a project (or object) in part, or to be able offer assistance in the finding of sponsors. 
 
Conclusion: 
The congress participants are convinced, that the creation of an international platform represents a basic condition, through which the above-mentioned objectives can be fulfilled. In order that this platform can be given due authority and independence to fulfil its functions reliably and convincingly efforts should be made to win international and national organizations or institutions and prospective customers and sponsors for the platform. Organisations which should be approached include UNESCO, the EU, the Council of Europe, the EIB (European bank), the EBRD (Eastern Europe bank) as well as institutions and authorities at national level, which are responsible for the care of their cultural heritage. It is an indispensable necessity that churches also make an appropriate contribution towards this platform. Efforts should be made to win donations from private sponsors (businesses, companies, foundations, donors etc.); that the possibility must be investigated of obtaining partial financing from the European Union Commission in the context of a project within the programme "Culture-2000". 
 
The congress participants entrust the Congress President, Professor Christoph Bossert with the task of creating a suitably qualified working group to examine the prerequisites for the work of such a platform and to develop a work plan, a timetable, and a budget as well as possibly preparing an application for a European Union Project. 
 
The work of establishing such a platform should be concluded as soon as possible, but in any case within a maximum of two years after the adoption of this resolution. The working group will submit an interim report for the forthcoming congress (Göteborg, June 2001). 
 
There is a consensus among the congress participants that the congress should be repeated annually. It is suggested that the congresses within the coming five years will take place as follows: 
 
2001 Göteborg 
2002 Lisbon 
2003 Bratislava 
2004 Bologna 
2005 Vilnius 
 
The congress gives full support to the appeal formulated by Professor Dr. Hans Maier in the concluding paper of the conference: 
 
The congress in Varazdin calls upon governments, churches and citizens: 
 
"Help us, even at the last moment, to save the organs threatened by decay in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe! 
 "Create the prerequisites for European-wide organ documentation. 
"Make bridges between past and present, between specialists and organ lovers, organ builders and organists, clergy and visitors to organ concerts! Ensure that monuments of sound also are given their rightful place as objects of European cultural conservation. Help us to preserve the European organ heritage by vigorously supporting our efforts to create a foundation "The Organ as European Cultural Artefact". 
 
"The organs in Central and Eastern Europe must not become a gigantic cemetery. They should not only be preserved, but also revitalised, made playable and be returned to their liturgical and artistic functions, because they are an indispensable constituent of the European cultural heritage. They must not fall into a derelict condition. The future of Europe will be assured, when it not only possesses the useful, but also the beautiful." 
 
Supporting this resolution are the congress participants, whose names are on the attached list. All these participants give the authority to the honorary president of the congress, Professor Dr. Luigi Ferdinando Tagliavini, and the president of the congress, Professor Christoph Bossert, to sign this resolution in their name. 
 
Varazdin, 16 September 2000. 
Luigi Ferdinando Tagliavini, Christoph Bossert 
 

